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The Elimination of the Tramp. By Edmond Kelly, Sometime 
Lecturer on Municipal Government at Columbia University. 
(New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1908. $1 net). 

The question of vagrancy in the United States is attracting in- 
creasing attention. Mr. Edmond Kelly's book on The Elimination 
of the Tramp marks the "labor colony stage" in our country in 
the consideration of proposed methods of treatment. Our present 
cures for vagrancy do not cure. It is doubtful if vagrancy is even 
being reduced in this country. The author outlines mainly the 
methods of treating vagrants used at the Swiss compulsory colony of 
Witzwyl and at the nearby voluntary colony. Both colonies are 
largely agricultural. Inmates are committed to the compulsory 
colony for indeterminate periods and at the expiration of their term 
the opportunity is offered them of working for a period at the vol- 
untary colony. Counting the improvements added by the inmates 
during 1905, the Witzwyl colony finished the year with a sub- 
stantial surplus of nearly $20,000. Mr. Kelly states that the 
colony not only manages to pay its expenses, but also, by a very 
simple method of passing the inmates out to free colonies, reforms 
all those capable of reformation. 

We are driven in the United States by the seriousness of the 
vagrancy problem inevitably to contemplate the establishment 
of similar labor colonies. A bill providing for a compulsory labor 
colony in New York City based largely upon the experiences of 
Witzwyl colony, as outlined in Mr. Kelly's book, will be among 
the earliest bills presented to the legislature of 1909. Mr. Kelly 
is perhaps too optimistic as to the results that could be obtained 
in the United States from compulsory labor colonies. Witzwyl 
is among the best of its class. Mr. Preston Thomas, an official 
investigator for the English Departmental Committee which 
recently presented a voluminous report on vagrancy conditions 
in England, says that the people in charge of Witzwyl think that 
it does exert a certain reformative influence; but a great many 
colonies in Switzerland make no such claim. "To Witzwyl," says 
Mr. Thomas, " are generally sent the more thoroughly able-bodied, 
the picked men." 

Mr. Kelly's book is stimulating, but bases general conclusions 
perhaps too much upon single instances. Mr. Kelly reports 



332 THE ECONOMIC BULLETIN 

regarding Belgium and Holland that there are no vagrants to be 
seen upon the streets and by-ways of these countries, and attributes 
this to the thorough-going treatment of, and provision for, va- 
grancy in those countries. Yet it is somewhat hard to reconcile 
the statement in the preface of Mr. Kelly's book that "for 
years in Holland and Belgium vagrancy has been unknown" 
with the annual records of admission to Merxplax alone in Bel- 
gium, which show for the five years from 1900 to 1905, a total 
of 21,674 admissions to this dSpdt de mendiciU, an average of some- 
what over 4,000 a year. 

The limitations which Mr. Kelly necessarily sets for his book 
did not allow him to review the extensive, systematic study by the 
laboratory method of the problem of vagrancy carried on during 
the last quarter century in Germany. In that country there were 
in 1906, 33 voluntary labor colonies, giving 826,931 days' work, 
and in addition 24 Arbeitshauser, workhouses, similar to the 
compulsory colonies of Belgium. The general conclusions of for- 
eign authorities seem to be that the voluntary labor colony of 
the German type is of little use in dealing with persons of the 
tramp class. The compulsory labor colonies have considerable 
deterrent effect and some reformative effect. The difficulties 
attaching to the establishment of colonies, and the experiences of 
Germany, have led in England the Departmental Committee to 
urge at first only compulsory labor colonies. 

In our own country the New York compulsory colony, if estab- 
lished, will be watched throughout the country with great interest. 
To no prominent phase of charitable or correctional work has so 
little systematic attention been given as to the related questions 
of occasional and habitual vagrancy, their treatment and preven- 
tion. In the reviewer's opinion, the compulsory or voluntary labor 
colonies, however successful, only touch the vagrancy question at 
one point; that the tramp will be eliminated by the establishment 
of such colonies by us, is seriously to be doubted, despite the strong 
argument presented by Mr. Kelly's book. 

The causes that produce poverty are mainly the causes produ- 
cing vagrancy, when to poverty are added the desire to roam and 
the opportunity to wander. Efforts at present it would seem, 
should be strongly in the direction of producing conditions deterrent 
to vagrancy. Railway trespass, mendicity, sentimental charity 
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child labor, inadequate industrial training, lax enforcement of 
laws of health and morals, are but a few of the causes of vagrancy. 
To eliminate all these by establishing labor colonies would seem 
impossible. Mr. Kelly's book, however, contributes materially 
to the initiation of a systematic campaign for the reduction and 
prevention of vagrancy. 

O. F. Lewis. 
Charity Organization Society of New York City. 

The Religion of a Democrat. By Charles Ztteblin, Professor of 
Sociology in the University of Chicago. (New York: B. W. 
Huebsch, 1908. Pp. 192. $1). 

Under this title, we have before us a short series of readable 
papers on the following topics: temperament and personality; the 
constraint of orthodoxy; the decay of authority; religion and the 
state; impersonal immortality. The keynote of these essays is 
presented in the closing words of the first chapter. "With the 
revolutions and changes that have followed the contributions 
of science, with the enlarged critical attitude, and the possibility 
of fusing various temperaments, more people should have genuine, 
strong personalities than ever before in the world. This ought 
not to mean the denial of religion; but that religion is to be less 
dogmatic, more spontaneous, more genuine, more personal, and 
at the same time more social. It is good to live for others; it is 
better to live for all the others. That is the religion of a demo- 
crat — the dynamic to secure the realization of the fullness of life 
for all people" (pp. 37, 38). 

A sociological analysis of the genesis and significance of ortho- 
doxy reveals political, social and economic, as well as religious 
types of orthodoxy, with a curious commingling. Robert Ingersoll 
is a good example of the politically orthodox. The orthodox are 
often progressive, according to Zueblin, though the word itself 
"is nearly always arrogant" (p. 62). 

A merely formal authority is declining in the state, in the family, 
in industry, in fashion, in knowledge and in religion. "The new 
authority must be that of the spirit— the spirituality of comrade- 
ship, of cooperation, of universal suffrage and direct legislation, 
of democratic culture and democratic religion" (pp. 96, 97). 



